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Bringin
nature back

As we emerge from the Covid-19 pandemic, we do so with

renewed vigour and passion for the UK's wildlife and

wild places, and an even clearer sense of the job that's to |
be done to bring our natural world back from the brink. l

. .

The importance of local greenspaces — and of community — to our health
and wellbeing was celebrated during the dark days of lockdown and it’s
vital that this isn't now forgotten as we search for a new normal. With
the climate crisis looming over us, were championing nature’s role in
helping us to mitigate and adapt to its impacts, whilst embarking on
bold and ambitious plans for natures recovery at landscape-scale
and across towns, cities and the countryside. At the centre of
this is you, for without you and people like you supporting us
and taking action in their own right, we would not be seeing
the return of beavers to our countryside, or vast swathes of
peatland and saltmarsh restored.

So, whilst normal service was disrupted at times during
the pandemic, were making up for it now, as we work
towards at least 30% of land and seas protected and
connected for nature’s recovery by 2030, with communities
empowered to play their part in a thriving, wilder future.
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One
movement

46 Wildlife Trusts
and one UK charity

The Wildlife Trusts are on a mission to restore
a third of the UK's land and seas for nature by
2030. We believe that everyone, everywhere,
should have access to nature and the joy and
health benefits it brings.

No matter where you are in the UK, there is a Wildlife Trust
inspiring people about nature and standing up for wildlife

and wild places. Each Wildlife Trust is an independent charity
formed by people getting together to make a positive difference
for wildlife, climate and future generations. We are united in
our work towards three common goals:

« Nature in recovery, creating wilder land and
seascapes where people and nature thrive.

« People taking action for nature and the climate,
resulting in better decision making for the environment.

« Nature playing a central and valued role in
helping to address local and global problems.

More than

2,300

nature

reserves 32,500

active
volunteers
in 2020-21

More than

70,000 “4

members

Over

120
visitor
centres




A year for wildlife Highlights from

In April, campaigner Craig
Bennett joined The Wildlife
Trusts as Chief Executive,
bringing with him years of
experience from Friends of
the Earth. Joining at the start
of the coronavirus pandemic,
Craig was able to witness first-
hand the importance of our
wild places as people sought
them out in search of solace.
Craig said: “The Wildlife
Trusts are an extraordinary
grassroots movement and I
could not be more pleased to

have been asked to lead them.”

Staffordshire Wildlife
Trust started exciting
work to improve and
naturalise the River

Trent. The stretch of river
running through Stoke-
on-Trent had become

a concrete channel -
impossible for wildlife to
penetrate and survive. The
project is changing the
course of this river, creating
a new natural channel
where brown trout, otters
and kingfishers can

once again thrive.

2020 marked the biggest
year yet for 30 Days Wild,
with 650,000 people taking
part in The Wildlife Trusts’
annual challenge to do

one wild thing everyday

in June. Essex Wildlife
Trust provided inspiration
throughout the challenge
by sharing regular
broadcasts on their WildTV,
with wonderful wildlife and
wild activities, including
morning yoga and evening
webcams sessions, beamed
straight into people’'s homes.

Thanks to funding from
players of People's Postcode
Lottery, it was announced
that Kent Wildlife Trust
are introducing bison! As
part of the Wilder Blean
project, the bison will be
helping to restore Blean's
ancient woodlands by
creating space for lots of
other wildlife to thrive.
Picked up by news channels
at home and abroad,
including BBC World Service,
competition for the post
of bison ranger was strong,
with over 1,200 applicants!



A yedar for wildlife Highlights from

The great fox spider is one of the
UK's largest and most critically
endangered spiders. After more
than 20 years with no sighting,
it was feared extinct in Surrey,
gaining it notoriety in The Sun
and various other news outlets.
So, Surrey Wildlife Trust were
thrilled to discover several of
these incredible arachnids on

a Ministry of Defence training
area in Surrey. Plans are now
underway to continue to study
the site to work out the size of
the population.

A

12 Wildlife Trusts will be
harnessing the power of
nature to fight climate
change, thanks to almost

£2 million raised by players
of People’s Postcode
Lottery! Beavers, birds

and butterflies will all
benefit, as Wildlife Trusts,
including The Wildlife
Trust for Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire and
Northamptonshire, received
this funding to restore
nature in order to maximise
carbon storage, and enable
wildlife to adapt to the
effects of climate change.

In December, Scottish
Wildlife Trust welcomed
the creation of four new
Marine Protected Areas
(MPAs), alongside 12 new
Special Protected Areas
(SPAs) for Scotland'’s
marine birds. Together with
the Marine Conservation
Society, they rallied public
support for the creation of
Marine Protected Areas in
2019, and thanks to their
efforts, an important step
towards protecting Scottish
wildlife, including basking
sharks and minke whale,
has been taken.

Feeding garden birds is

a great way for people to
get a daily dose of nature,
especially if they're unable
to get outdoors. That's
why Tees Valley Wildlife
Trust piloted their Bird
Buddies scheme in Brotton,
to reduce social isolation
and help people to connect
with nature. 50 households
were given a bird feeding
station, seeds and nuts and
a bird identification guide,
and throughout the winter
received monthly goody
bags, regular phone calls
and hand-written postcards
from the Wildlife Trust.



Nearly

104,000
hectares

of land cared

for as Wildlife

Trust nature
reserves

6,360

planning
applications
responded to

by Wildlife
Trusts ..of which

3,078

applications where
either refused or
improved for wildlife
across an area of

20,800
hectares
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Nature in recovery
Spotlight on... h o
. g o 4

Beavers making
a comeback

Beavers were once abundant in the UK, playing a crucial role 4 60 o
?

in creating new wetlands, managing flooding and improving °
kilometres

water quality, until they were hunted to extinction in
the 16th century. The disappearance of these fantastic -

: ; of rivers and streams
ecosystem engineers contributed to the loss of the lakes and . o
boggy places that they so brilliantly helped maintain. ll’l’lpI‘OVGd for wildlife
However, we've reached a turning point. The Wildlife Trusts have been aﬁer recelVIHg adV1ce
at the forefront of calling for the reintroduction of beavers to the UK from the Wlldl 1fe
for the last few decades and many Wildlife Trusts, starting with Kent

in 2002, have released beavers into enclosed areas, signaling a brighter
future for this charismatic mammal.

Additionally, Scottish Wildlife Trust reintroduced the first wild

beavers into Scotland in 2009, and Devon Wildlife Trust has monitored
the impact of wild beavers living on the River Otter since 2014, recently
celebrating a huge win, with a landmark decision from the Government
that allowed them to stay in what is the first legally sanctioned
reintroduction of an extinct native mammal to England.

Wildlife

Trusts have
In what has been a flurry of beaver activity during 2020 and 2021, released
we've also celebrated the successful release of two beavers at Hatchmere
Nature Reserve by Cheshire Wildlife Trust and welcomed a family of beavers
beavers to Cors Dyfi thanks to Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust.




Over 100,000
people jined
our call on the
Government to ban the
use of a harmful bee-
killing pesticide

More than 32 ,500
volunteers
ave 590,000

OUXr'S of their time,

despite the Covid-19
pandemic resulting in
less opportunities

over 2,400
butterfly
borders created

in people’s gardens
as a result of the
Wild About Gardens
initiative with RHS

Nearly 8,000

people gained new
skills by taking part in

the 718 training

programmes
run by Wildlife Trusts

People taking action
for nature & climate

Spotlight on...



People taking action VL 4438land
for nature & climate managers

received advice by

Spotlight on... the Wildlife Trusts

Farmers unite
for nature 242000

of private land
improved for wildlife
after receiving advice

from the Wildlife

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust has established an innovative network, the Arden Trusts
Farm Network, that does just that. Working with 46 farmers who collectively

manage 10,000 hectares across the county, the network invites in specialist speakers

to run training events that gives the farmers the skills and knowledge to implement

In the UK, 70% of our land is farmed, so to achieve nature's
recovery it's essential we work with those who manage that land.

nature-friendly farming practices on their land. Additional grant funding helps 4

support the installation of barn owl boxes, the creation of tree sparrow villages,

planting of trees and sowing of wildflower meadows across the network too. .

The core principle of the network is that it is farmer led’ — farmers make 6’651 VIEWS

suggestions for the guidance, support and training they need. By bringing of our Wild LIVE panel
- debate about the future

them together, this project has also played an important role in reducing C

social isolation and creating a sense of community. E of British farming, a
(LIVE]

virtual series that has
Through the petwork, the farm.ers and'Wlldhfe Trust. have improved land for seen nearly 77,000
nature, reducing flood risk and increasing the potential for carbon capture. In fact, o

the project has been so successful that it has inspired the creation of two new V1€WS in total
farmer networks elsewhere in Warwickshire! As a result, this time next year,

every farmer in Warwickshire will be able to join and support nature’s recovery.




OUR YEAR FOR WILDLIEE | IMPACT REPORT 2020/2021 | 10

4

Nature helping to address

local & global issues
Spotlight on...

Sending kelp!

Kelp forests are a hugely diverse habitat —- worms and crustaceans £
burrow into its network of nooks and crannies, anemones and sea 1,010 daYS :
squirts chng.to 1t.$ surface., and the fronds support sponges and spent on marine [l e .
sea mats. This thick, floating forest shelters and feeds young fish, monitoring and e b
which in turn attract larger fish and other predators. surveying T
Historically, the area around the near-shore waters of the Sussex coastline was _
covered in kelp forests. But boats with bottom-towed fishing gear have caused A ;
devastation along the seabed and led to the loss of kelp. This spurred Sussex A
Wildlife Trust into action, launching the Sussex Kelp Restoration Project with i:f =
partners to campaign for a ban on bottom-towed trawlers in the area. Since then, 2 2 A Y T .
the project has gained h t and i iving international ition! B S e ST e S TR e e o
e project has gained huge support and is receiving international recognition Over 10 ,OOO B G e e SO SR e
Sir David Attenborough was among the supporters of Help our Kelp, alongside people s (B 5 TR el Lo S A BN L
a number of MPs and over 2,500 members of the public, leading to the ban Supported the - : : - _ LA = g TR e
being formally announced in March 2021. This has opened up the possibility for wildlife Trusts call v
restoration — alleviating the pressure on the seabed. As the seabed recovers, it is for Hichlv Protected
hoped the restored kelp forest will support local fisheries by once more providing ol .lg y ELOtECLe —— Y
important breeding grounds and also help to reduce storm damage and coastal Marine Areas to be L AT N e s 21" _ 9
flooding by dissipating some of the energy from these events — thus helping us de31gnated RS I 5 R _ '_ B | 2
to adapt to the impacts of climate change. Sussex Wildlife Trust will continue | SN T s e ) e o " 2
to monitor this restoring habitat, so that we can learn what the true benefits to 5 g
wildlife and people are into the future. g
Bringing One A year for Naturein People *ture helping address In Biodiversity Funders Our collective Key people &
nature back movement wildlife recovery taking action cal & global issues partnership benchmark finances supporters
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To date the

S Nature helping to address
a total of

43,169 local & global issues
hectares Spotlight on...

of peatland

For peat's sake
& g Damaged and degraded peatland releases carbon into the
& - atmosphere, but in a healthy state can be a fantastic carbon

store. As we try to address the climate and nature crises we're
living through, it's never been more important to keep this
millennia of carbon stored away in the ground.

_ Y,OrkShlre North Yorkshire is home to over a quarter of England’s total blanket bog
Wildlife Trust has (a type of peatland) which stores around 47 million tonnes of carbon!
rEStorEd Since 2009, the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust-led Yorkshire Peat Partnership has
33% S Varikahie been doing fantastic-wor}{ tq protect i-t —and to date haye rfestored over
36,000 hectares. Not only is this vital for climate change mitigation, restored
peat also holds back water to reduce flooding downstream, and is home for
amazing wildlife, like dunlin, large heath butterflies and short-eared owls.

total area of blanket
bog (31,526 hectares)
through the Yorkshire

Peat Partnership This past year has been the busiest yet for the project, as they worked on
5,000 hectares of blanket bog, from carrying out surveys of the land and
creating restoration plans, to planting 173,000 cotton grass plugs and 76,000
sphagnum plugs in bare peat! They also restored 22 hectares of bare peat,
reducing the risk of micro-erosion and protecting the peat from further damage.

X " %
. .g ' N
s ¥ S This project is a fantastic example of different organisations
L - S 5 il : :
R , N and individuals coming together and collaborating to
%« Q;§ protect and restore very special wild places.

NOI
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Jordans Farm
Partnership

The Wildlife Trusts have been doing
pioneering work with Jordans
Cereals since 2016 to help farmers to
grow food in harmony with nature.

In 2020 our industry-leading partnership
renewed for a further five years, with over
30 farms in the partnership working in a
way that benefits the natural world, and
collectively dedicating more than 4,200
hectares of land for wildlife. Every farmer
works with an advisor from their local
Wildlife Trust and together they develop a
bespoke plan that enables them to grow food
whilst helping countryside species, such as
barn owls, bats and pollinators, by creating
hedgerows, field margins and ponds.

\ORDAY

§"

Ch\LY MILLERS SINzE 5o

Nearly 1,000 B X Do the
buSlnesses T \R coronavirus

took part in 2020's Ao e% ] pandemic 350
30 Days Wild, 0 corporate

helping colleagues L ' volunteers

to connect to nature managed to give over
during lockdown 2,200 hours

S|ealan) sULpIOL B

Bringing One A year for Naturein People Nature helping address Biodiversity Funders Our collective Key people &
nature back movement wildlife recovery taking action local & global issues artnership benchmark finances supporters
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Green Park Business Park in Reading has held the Biodiversity Benchmark since

Gre en Park 2015 and continue to show dedication to providing space for wildlife. They are

A focussing on improving their site for hedgehogs, bats and breeding birds, and
Bu Slness are meeting with great success! 2020 saw almost every bird box they had put up
occupied and all of the mammal tunnels they had installed being used. The business
park maintains a great variety of habitats from woodland, to a lake and wildflower
Park meadow, benefitting those that live and work in the area as well as wildlife.

Bringing One A year for Naturein People Nature helping address In diversity Funders Our collective Key people &
nature back movement wildlife recovery taking action local & global issues partnership enchmark finances supporters
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") Thanksto
/. our funders

Wildlife Trusts across England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales received over £5 million
of Emergency Funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund. This enabled them
to continue priority work such as caring for our conservation grazing cattle, which create habitat for
wildlife, and make adaptations to comply with lockdown restrictions so that visitor centres and nature
reserves could welcome visitors once more. Wildlife Trusts were also able to adapt their fundraising and
events for online delivery to keep people everywhere connected to nature.

A collaborative project between all five Welsh Wildlife Trusts was awarded almost £2.5 million from the
National Lottery Community Fund's Climate Action Fund. The project will empower young people

to take the lead on tackling climate change with their communities, through actions like planting
community orchards, digging ponds and creating green roofs.

Players of People’s Postcode Lottery raised almost £2 million for The Wildlife Trusts’ work to tackle the
climate and nature emergency. By repairing peatlands, saltmarsh, woodlands, wetlands, grasslands and
kelp forests, this will lock up carbon and provide much-needed habitat for our struggling wildlife. The
twelve projects include planting new seagrass habitat in the Solent and creating new habitat to protect
temperature-sensitive butterflies on chalk grassland in Bedfordshire. Players also continued to support
our work to look after amazing wild places and bring people closer to nature through urban Forest
Schools and wildlife events.

We would like to give an extra special thanks this year to all our ) N Y o Esmée Fairbairn Foundation supported nine Wildlife Trusts with unrestricted grants to enable them
funders, from grant funders to individual donors, who offered / ) _’2;' to respond quickly to the challenges of the pandemic and supported our UK-wide work to protect our
funding, ﬂexibility and moral support to help us step up to the extra '-“ , o5 %’r precious marine environment. The foundation also helps Wildlife Trusts by providing loans to enable
: ? 3 . ' el = oy R key land purchases whilst fundraising takes place. One such loan helped to secure Honeygar Farm

Challenges faced durmg the Covid-19 pandemic. They enabled us to _ i _ ,_—h:z‘ji:% which was an intensively grazed dairy farm in Somerset, situated within the Avalon Marshes — one of
weather the storm, while beginning many fantastic, new projects to 7 . - ik ' & %,ﬂ the largest and most important wetland areas in the UK. Neighbouring several Somerset Wildlife Trust
restore nature and connect communities with their local wild places. ; : e A < nature reserves, the farm is perfectly situated to connect up important wild places in the area, creating
; boom A g ° et more space for nature and act as a test-case for carbon farming and peat restoration.

F iy o E : ; z

O : ] - v' - >y . ‘};‘;’“ ; ...'- ~ 7 -
# ; o & & - e = @

LA .
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Qur
collective
finances

Central charity income from charitable
%O trusts and foundations, grants, donations,
2 . .
Z society lottery, legacies and corporates.
<
o
Z

Central charity (RSWT) Central charity (RSWT)

income £6.5m spend on behalf of the
movement £4.3M

Income for 2020-21 does not include
£3.9m for Biffa Award, £4.4m for Our
Bright Future and £1.5m for Nature
Friendly Schools.

Figures exclude inter-Trust
grants and contributions.

Individual Trust Individual Trust
income expenditure
£179.3m £146.4m

NOISIAOZOZ/IIeH usg ®
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KeY P e Ople & Patron  HrH The Prince of Wales
- - President vi:Bonnin (from November 2020)
supporters ——

t Emeritus

Sir David Attenborough
Simon King

ny Juniper (from November 2019)

“If given a chance, nature
is capable of extraordinary
recovery. The Wildlife
Trusts’ campaign to secure
30 per cent of our land and
sea for nature’s recovery
by 2030 offers us the vision
and level of ambition that is
urgently needed to reverse
the loss of nature, and so
improve all our lives.”

rom November 2020)
ober 2020)

k

Craig (from November 2020)

n (from November 2020)

P 3

} * November 2020)
SC  ;‘; avelle

Sir David Attenborough, President "f\ Cel ; peﬁn (from November 2020)

Emeritus, The Wildlife Trusts F
Alison Steadman

¥ Richard Walker

Peta Foxall

ecutive

SIMaT AWY B

Craig Bennett
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The Wildlife Trusts is a movement made up of - —— —— —— —
46 Wildlife Trusts and a central charity (the _ B s e mam—— R —
Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts). Each is an
independent charity with a shared mission.

Help us achieve « Join us as a member

our vision of 30%

of land and sea to

be connected and « Speak up for wildlife
protected for natures
recovery by 2030...

« Remember us in your will

« Volunteer your time

 Partner with us.

Find out more at wildlifetrusts.org/support-us

Get in touch...

enquiries@wildlifetrusts.org

01636 677711

Follow Us...

0000

BACK TO START )
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